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Science In Motion

Juniata College


Teacher Notes
Digging up the Dirt on Dinos
Time needed to complete lab: 20 minutes

Target grade level: 9-12

Objectives: To research information on the age of the dinosaurs

Major concepts:
1) There was a tremendous variety of dinosaur species that survived throughout an extremely long period of time. Emphasize to students that all of the dinosaurs did not live at the same time. For example, T-rex did not evolve until the end of the Cretaceous period (and therefore, should have not been in Jurassic Park).  
2) Dinosaurs went extinct about 65 million years ago during a major mass extinction. 

(Answer Key attached)

Additional References: Use the SERC (Science Education Resource Center) at Carleton College website for excellent geoscience lesson plans and material ideas

Extension: The app includes additional links to famous paleontologists and dinosaur hunters as well as other articles that are not referenced in the worksheet. 
INSIDE THE WORLD OF Dinosaurs:
 ANSWER Key

I. Hunt for Dinosaur CATEGORIES
Dinosaur: meaning  “terrible lizard”

When they lived:  
Era: Mesozoic  Periods: Triassic, Jurassic, Cretaceous

SHAPE



 
	Ornithischia
	Bird-hipped



	Saurischia
	Lizard-hipped
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II. Hunt for DINOSAUR Profiles: 
Answers will vary. 
III. Hunt for DINOSAUR Facts
	Dinosaurs roamed Earth from:
	__220____ - __65___ million years ago

	Name of the large landmass that broke apart during the age of the Dinosaurs
	Pangea

	Example of a plant that was part of the dinosaur landscape
	Cycadeoidea Gigantea cycad, Onychiopsis fern, Flossopteris plant, etc.

	During the Triassic period, the dinosaurs accounted for only this percent of the land animals at the time.
	5%

	The mountain range in which the Jurassic period was named after (including the location)
	Jura Mountains of Switzerland

	The time period when Tyrannosaurus Rex evolved 
	Cretaceous

	Home to 5000 Hypsilophodons fossil remains
	The Isle of Wight in the English Channel of the south coast of England

	At the end of the Cretaceous, this percentage of all living species died (known as the K-T extinction).
	85%

	The only type of evidence that dinosaurs existed on Earth 
	Fossils/fossilization 

	One type of tool used to excavate dinosaur bones 
	Cranes, explosives, chisel and hammer

	The weight of the fossilized body of Dakota the “Dinomummy” 
	3.6 ton

	The length of the teeth of a
Tyrannosaurus Rex 
	18 cm

	Example of a dinosaur that was a plant-eating sauropod
	Dicraeosaurus, 

	Example of a dinosaur with a distinctive, weapon-like tail
	Stegosaurus, Euoplocephalus

	Location of the largest discovery of dinosaur eggs in the world 
	Patagonia, Argentina

	The object that is the confirmed cause of the dinosaur extinction.
	Asteroid 


[image: image1.png]



Sauropods�
Walk on four legs
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Theropods�
Walk on two legs
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Herbivore�
Plant-eating
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Carnivore�
Meat-eating
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