Biology with Junk: Personal Trait Activity

Safety notes:


None

Introduction:


A gene is a specific piece of chromosome that is a single direction for a cell or body.  Your gene tells your cells and body what to do and how to look.  You have genes for tongue rolling, widow’s peak, and ear lobe type.


A trait is something that you show or have; for example, tongue type, ear lobe type, and widow’s peak.  Each and every trait is coded by at least two genes.  One gene comes from your mom’s egg and the other gene comes from your dad’s sperm.


There are two types of genes: Dominant and Recessive.  A dominant gene is always shown.  If you have two dominant genes, you will express the dominant trait.  If you have two recessive genes, you will express the recessive trait.  If you have a dominant gene and a recessive gene, you will express the dominant trait.  For example W is a dominant gene that codes for a widow’s peak, while w is a recessive gene that codes for a straight hair line.

WW= widow’s peak; Ww= widow’s peak; ww= straight hair line

Dominant traits




Recessive traits:
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